
THE ABC’s OF EFFECTIVE
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY CONSIDERATION

Thinking about the need for assistive technology (AT) is just one aspect of thinking about all of the tools and strategies that might help a student. AT Consideration in the IEP meeting is a problem solving process. The purpose of the process is to make decisions about possible AT tools and strategies that might help a student do a task more independently.  AT Consideration is required by IDEA for every student with an IEP and one of the primary means by which students with disabilities get the opportunity to try AT.  

ABC’s of Effective AT Consideration:
A = Ask key questions about the student’s progress, focusing on identifying tasks that are of greatest concern and tools that might support the student in those tasks.
B = Be on the lookout for both knowledge and misconceptions about AT among IEP team members. 
C = Choose one or more steps on which to focus your efforts to improve your AT Consideration process. 
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             Ask Key Questions
         To focus thinking, ask:  		    What tasks are the most challenging for this student?
 					    Why might this student need AT?

         To prompt problem solving, ask:	    What tools and strategies have worked in the past?
    What is it we need the AT to do for this student?

         To guide planning, ask:		    How will we know if the AT is working?
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 Be on the Lookout for
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· The need for AT is quickly dismissed, with little discussion.
· The “no “ box is already checked.
· No one on the team suggests even a single AT tool.
· The student’s IEP has goals continued from year to year with no indication of progress.
· The student’s IEP has tools listed with no mention of their role as AT for instruction.
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	Barriers to AT Consideration[image: View Details]

	· More than one tool discussed
· AT discussed-not dismissed out of hand
· Team talked about how and where a tool might be used
· Clear understanding of how AT relates to one or more important goals
· Documentation in the IEP makes sense.
· Well laid out plan for trials and long term use
	· IEP team members not adequately informed about AT  
· Team members state AT “doesn’t apply to this student” or “isn’t their job”
· Misconception that AT is always expensive. 
· Misconception that AT can only be provided as the result of a formal AT evaluation
· Lack of an AT Consideration Process to guide team 
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  Improve your AT Consideration Process

	Consideration Steps
	· 
	Prompts and Questions

	Identify area(s) of concern.

	
	· If the responses are too general, ask, “What are the specific IEP goals for the general area?”
· If no one can identify an area of concern, look at the IEP to identify areas that have been of concern in the past or areas where no significant progress has been made on goals.

	Think about required specific tasks in the area of concern that are difficult for the student to accomplish at an appropriate level of independence. 
	
	· To help target the specifics, suggest, “Why don’t we brainstorm every opportunity that the student has in a day to use this skill?”
· Identify opportunities for greater independence.  Ask, “Are there tasks during which this student is dependent on another person to assist in task completion?”
· Use the worksheet provided www.educationtechpoints.org 

	Discuss current strategies for tasks in the area of concern including use of assistive technology tools. Decide if they are effective.
	
	· Suggest, “Let’s look at the goals on the IEP and see what strategies have been used in the past.”
· Ask, “Are there strategies that are used in other places/ instructional areas that might help the student?”
· Ask, “What has the student used before?” 

	Think about other tools and strategies that might help overcome specific barriers faced by this student. 
	
	· If IEP team members need ideas, look at the AT Resource Guide at  http://www.gpat.org/Georgia-Project-for-Assistive-Technology/Pages/Considering-Assistive-Technology-for-Students-with-Disabilities.aspx 
· Suggest considering tools that are readily available in the classroom.
· Ask, “What tools are readily available in our district?”

	Discuss the pros and cons of the proposed tools, determining if one or more might help the student.

	
	· Ask, “What do you want an AT Tool to do for this student?” 
· Ask, “What features would this tool need to have to help this student?”
· Suggest looking at a resource such as the video on feature match at https://ataem.org/at-consideration-videof
· Seek information from other resources if needed.

	Document the discussion and decision in the meeting notes and/or on the IEP
	
	· Refer to the district guidelines for IEP development.
· Remind team to only name devices on the IEP that have been tried and shown to be effective.

	Plan to implement AT trials or use after the IEP is developed.

	
	· Prompt team members to identify who will implement the trials or ongoing tool use.
· Ask, “How will we know this is working?”
· Ask what data is needed to help make a decision about ongoing use and who will collect it.
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